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Reception - Measurement - Measure

Capacity
Guidance

Children willlready have some experience of full and
empty. Encourage them to extend their understanding
to show half full, nearly full and nearly empty. Provide
opportunities to explore capacity using different
materials such as water, sand,rice, cereal and a variety
of loose parts. The will also need a variety of different
sized and shaped containers to investigate. Prompt
them to use the language of tal, thin, narrow, wide and
shallow.

Encourage the children to make direct comparisons by
pouring from one container into another. Theycan
also use small pots or ladles to make indirect
comparisons by counting how many pots it takes to fill
each container.

Other Resources

Goldilocks and the Three Bears
There's a Hole in my Bucket!

White

Prompts for Learning

Provide each child with a container. Ask them to make their
container ful, make it empty, nearly ful, nearly empty,about half
full Can they find a container which holds more than their
container? Can they find one which holds less?

Provide a selection of containers and ask the children to investigate
which holds the most. They may do this by pouring directly from
‘one container to another. They could also use a small cup to il
each container, counting how many small cup-fulls the containers
hold. Encourage them to record their results using their own
methods of recording.

They could also compare how many cubes or beads each
container will hold. (For arge quantites, encourage the childrento
= artange the items onto ten frames to help them make

comparisons)

Provide sets of similar containers in different sizes such as sets of
nesting bowls or boxes. The children will enjoy comparing and
ordering them and seeing how many loose parts such as beads,
cubes or corks they will hold.
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Capacity

Provide each child with a bowl or cup

and ladles. Ask them to investigate how
rmany small spoons it takes to fill their
container. How many large spoons? &%
How many ladles? Which sized spoon
was the best? Why?

Mud kitch ‘

en
Provide a variety of pans, bowls, spoons
and ladles for the children to use. Add
laminated recipe cards to encourage
the children to measure out ingredients.
They could also design and create their
own recipe cards.

|
and a selection of different sized spoons 2// /

Outdoors
Provide a small matchbox for each child. Ask
them to hunt for things to put inside. Points
could be awarded for specific criteria such as
the most items, the prettiest leaf, the smallest
pebble, the largest item, the softest item,

something yellow etc. &

Loose parts “"
Create a filling station by providing a variety of
loose parts and different sized and shaped
containers to fill. Ask the children to estimate
first before filling the containers and counting to
check. Larger quantities can be arranged onto
10 frames so the children can count how many
10s the containers held.
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